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Stated Meeting, January 6. 






Present, twelve members. 


Dr. Franxiin Bacueg, President, in the Chair. 









The judges of the annual election for officers of the Society, 
held this day, report the result as follows:— 





President. 
Franklin Bache, M.D. 


Vice Presidents. 
A. Dallas Bache, L.L.D. 
Hon. John K. Kane, 
Robley Dunglison, M.D. 


Secretaries. 
John F. Frazer, 
Charles B. Trego, 
E. Otis Kendall, 
Frederick Fraley. 












Counsellors for Three Years. 


etd Clement C. Biddle, 
George M. Justice, 
Frederick Fraley, 
Henry Reed. 


Curators. 
Franklin Peale, 
John C. Cresson, 
M. Fisher Longstreth. 
Treasurer. 
Charles B. Trego. 
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A letter was read from Charles D. Arfwedson, dated Stock- 
holm, 18th Nov. 1853, acknowledging the receipt of notice of 
his election as a member of the Society. 

The following donations were received:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Memorias de la Real Academia de la Historia: Tomo VIII. Ma- 
drid, 1852. 4to.—From the Royal Academy of History, Ma- 
drid. 

Memorial Historico Espaiiol: coleccion de Documentos, Opusculos y 
Antiguedades, que publica la Real Academia de la Historia. ‘Tomos 
I. If. Uf. 1V. Madrid, 1851, 1852. 8vo.—From the same. 

Coleccion de Fueros y Cartas-Pueblas de Espajia: por la Real Aca- 
demia de la Historia. Catalogo. Madrid, 1852. 8vo.—From 
the same. 

Historia General y Natural de las Indias, Islas y Tierra—firme del 
Mar Oceano: por el Capitan Gonzalo Fernandez Oviedo y Val- 
des, &c. Publica la Real Academia de la Historia :—Cotejada 
con el codice original, enriquecida con las enmiendas y adiciones 
del Autor, é ilustrada con la vida y el juicio de las obras del 
mismo, por D. José Amador de los Rios, &c. &c. Tomos I. II. 
Madrid, 1851. 4to.—From the same. 

Opusculos legales del Rey Don Alfonso el sabio, publicados y cote- 
jados con varios codices antiguos: por la Real Academia de la 
Historia. Tomos I. II. Madrid, 1836. 8vo.—From the same. 

Diccionario Geografico-Historico de Espaiia ;—por la Real Academia 
de la Historia. Seccion II]. Comprende la Rioja 6 toda la provin- 
cia de Logrofio y algunos pueblos de la de Burgos. Su autor 
Don A. C. de Govantes. Madrid, 1846. 4to.—From the same. 

Espafia Sagrada, continuada por la Real Academia de la Histori 
Tomo XLVII. Tratado LXXXV. De la Santa Iglesia de Lerida, 
en su estado moderno. Su autor el Dr. Don Pedro Sainz de Ba- 
randa, Presbitero, &c. &c. Madrid, 1850. 4to.—From the 
same. 

Disertacion sobre la Historia de la Nautica, y de las Ciencias Mate- 
maticas que han contribuido a sus progresos entre los Espaiioles. 
Obra péstuma del Excmo. Sefior Don Martin Fernandez Navar- 
rete:—la publica la Real Academia de la Historia. Madrid, 
1846. 8vo.—From the same. 

Elogio Historico del Excmo. Sefior Don Antonio de Escano, Teni- 
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ente General de la Marina, &c. &c. por Don Francisco du Paula 
Quadrado y de Roé, Academica de numero, &c. &c. Le publica 
la misma Real Academia. Madrid, 1852. S8vo.—From the 
same. 

Memoria Historico—Critica sobre el gran Disco de Theodosio, en- 
contrado en Almendralejo, leida a la Real Academia de la Histo- 
ria, por su Anticuario Don Antonio Delgado, en la junta ordina- 
ria de 9 de Setiembre, de 1848. Madrid, 1849. 8vo.—From 
the same. 

Viage literario a las Iglesias de Espaiia: su Autor Don Jaime Villa- 
nueva, Presbitero, &c. Tomos XI—XXII. Publicada por la misma 
Academia. Madrid, 1850-1-2. 8vo.—From the same. 

Discursos leidos a la Academia de la Historia, por su Director el 
Excmo. Sefior Don Martin Fernandez de Navarrete, 24 Nov. 
1837; 27 Nov. 1840; 15 Dec. 1843;—y por su Director el 
Excmo. Sefior Don Marcial Antonio Lopez, 27 Nov. 1846; 30 
Nov. 1849. Madrid. 8vo.—From the same. 

Dialogues and a small portion of the New Testament in the English, 
Arabic, Haussa and Bornu languages. London, 1853. 8vo.— 
From the British Government. 

Grammar of the Bornu or Kanuri language, with Dialogues, Trans- 
lations, and Vocabulary. By Edwin Morris. London, 1853. 
8vo.— From the same. 

Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. Vol. IX. Part 4. No. 
36. Nov. 1853. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Considerations upon the Nature and Tendency of Free Institutions. 
By Frederick Grimke. Cincinnati, 1848. 8vo.—From the Au- 
thor. 

The American Journal of Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. 
XVII. No. 49. January, 1854. New Haven. 8vo.—From the 
Editors. 

Statistique Générale de la Belgique. Exposé de la situation de la 
Royaume. (Période Decennale de 1841-1850.) Publié par le 
Ministre de l’Intérieur. Bruxelles, 1852. Fol.—From Dr. Rob- 
ley Dunglison. 

Statistique de la Belgique. Population. Mouvement de |’Etat Civil 
pendant l'année 1845. Publié par le Ministre de I’Intérieur. 
Bruxelles, Oct. 1846. Fol.—From the same. 


On motion of Dr. Dunglison, Judge Kane was requested to 
prepare an obituary notice of the late Judge Hopkinson. 
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Prof. Frazer announced the death of Prof. Edward H. 
Courtenay, a member of this Society, of the University of 
Virginia, and formerly of the University of Pennsylvania,— 
who died Dec. 20, 1853: And, 

On motion of Dr. Dunglison, Prof. A. Dallas Bache was re- 
quested to prepare an obituary notice of Prof. Courtenay. 


Stated Meeting, January 20. 
Judge Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 
Present, twenty-eight members. 


A communication addressed to the Society, and signed A. 
Balbo, was read and referred to the Secretaries to take order 
on the subject. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Mémoires de l’Académie Impériale des Sciences de St. Petersbourg: 
VI. Série. Sciences Mathématiques, Physiques et Naturelles. 
Tome VII. Premiére Partie. Sci. Math. et Phys. Tome V. 5 et 
6 livraison. St. Petersbourg. 4to.—From the Academy. 

Quarterly Journal of the Chemical Society. Vol. VI. No. 3. Oct. 
1853. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXIX. No. 12. Dec. 1853. Wash- 
ington. 8vo.—From the Am. Colonization Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVII. No. 1. 
Jan. 1854. Philadelphia. Svo.—From the Institute. 

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. LIII. New Se- 
ries. Jan. 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac Hays, 
Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 133. Jan. 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

A Biographical Notice of Daniel Drake, M.D., of Cincinnati, pre- 
pared by appointment of the College of Physicians of Philadel- 
phia. By Charles D. Meigs, M.D. Vice-President of the College. 
Read at the meeting, July, 1853. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 
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Report of the Auditor General on the Finances of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, for the year ending Nov. 30, 1853. Harris- 
burg. 8vo.—From M. W. Baldwin, Esq. 

Report of the Superintendent of Common Schools of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, for the school year ending June 6, 
1853. Harrisburg. 8vo.—From the same. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VI]. No. 1. Jan. 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From the Editors. ; 


Dr. F. Bache announced the decease of Thomas G. Mower, 
M.D., U.S. A., a member of this Society, who died at New 
York, on the 7th ultimo, aged 62. 

Dr. La Roche announced the death of Nathaniel A. Ware, 
a member of the Society. 

Judge Kane informed the Society that intelligence had been 
received from the American Arctic Exploring Expedition, as 
late as to the end of July, at which time all was prosperous with 
them. He mentioned the fact that the astronomer attached to 
the party had detected an error of a full degree of longitude 
in the position of the coast of Greenland, as laid down in 
Graah’s chart, and recorded by other observers. 

About the first of August the party intended to divide near 
the coast:—one division to proceed with provisions for forty 
days, and with a boat which could be transported by land, to 
as remote a point as possible, where they would leave a depot 
of provisions to which they might return in the spring. 

Mr. Trego was re-elected Librarian for the ensuing year. 

The usual Standing Committees were appointed as follows: 

Finance—Mr. Wagner, Mr. Justice, Mr. Fraley. 

Hali—Judge Kane, Mr. F. Peale, Mr. Justice. 

Library —Dr. Hays, Mr. Geo. Campbell, Mr. Ord. 

Publication—Mr. Trego, Dr. Elwyn, Prof. Frazer. 

The Secretaries reported that they had appointed Mr. Trego 
as Reporter of the Society for the ensuing year. 

The Society then proceeded to ballot for candidates for 
membership. 

The list of surviving members of the Society was read:— 
the number on the list on the first of January, 1854, was 
362;—of whom 261 are resident in the United States, and 
101 in foreign countries. 
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All other business having been concluded, the ballot boxes 
were opened by the presiding officer, and the following named 
gentlemen were declared to be duly elected members of the 
Society: 

Epwarp STan ey, F.R.S. of London. 

James Paget, F.R.S. do. 

Sir Jonn F. W. Herscuert, do. 

Dr. E. Brown Sequarp, of Paris. 

Joun H. B. Larrose, of Baltimore. 

Carr. Monreomery C. Metres, U. S. A., Washington. 

Bensamin HAtitowe t, of Alexandria, Va. 

Groree Harpine, of Philadelphia. 

Francis West, M.D. do. 

Frepericx A. Genta, Ph. D. of Philadelphia. 

Cox. George A. M‘Catt, do. 

Samvet M. Fetron, do. 

Samvuet D. Gross, M.D. of Louisville, Ken. 

Dr. Cuartes Renarp, of Moscow. 

C. A. Dourn, of Stettin. 

Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D.D. of Philadelphia. 


Stated Meeting, February 3. 
Present, sixteen members. 
Dr. Dune.ison, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Mr. Felton, Dr. West and Col. M‘Call, recently elected 
members, were presented and took their seats. 

Letters were read:— 

From John H. B. Latrobe, dated Baltimore, Jan. 22, 1854; 
from Benjamin Hallowell, dated Alexandria, Va., Jan. 23, 
1854; from Capt. M. C. Meigs, dated Washington, 27th Jan. 
1854; from Dr. Francis West, and from George Harding, 
dated Philadelphia, Jan. 30, 1854,—severally acknowledging 
the receipt of notice of their election as members of the So- 
ciety. 

From A. Balbo, inviting the members of the Society to be 
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present at a lecture to be delivered by him on Monday after- 
noon next, at 4 o’clock. 
The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Astronomical Observations made at the Radciiffe Observatory, Ox- 
ford, in the year 1849: By Manuel J. Johnson, M.A. Radcliffe 
Observer. Vol. X. Oxford, 1851. 8vo.—From the Radcliffe 
Trustees. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia: 
Vol. VI. No. 12. Nov. Dec. 1853. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From 
the Academy. 

Documentary History of the State of New York; arranged under 
the direction of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Secretary of State: 
By E. B. O’Callaghan, M.D. Vols. Ill. 1V. Albany, 1850. 
4to.— From the State of New York. 

Documents relative to the Colonial History of the State of New 
York: procured in Holland, England and France, by John Ro- 
meyn Brodhead, Esq. Agent, &c. Vol. III. Albany, 1853. 
4to.—From the same. 

Catalogues of the Maps and Surveys in the Offices of the Secretary 
of State, of the State Engineer and Surveyor, and in the New 
York State Library. Albany, 1851. 8vo.—From the same. 

Exploration of the Valley of the Amazon, made under the direction 
of the Navy Department, by William Lewis Herndon and Lard- 
ner Gibbon, Lieutenants U.S. N. Part I. by Lieut. Herndon. 
With a volume of Maps. Washington, 1853. 8vo.—From the 
Hon. James Cooper, U. S. Senate. 

Characteristics of some New Reptiles in the Museum of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. By Spencer F. Baird and Charles Girard. 
(Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Oct. 1852:) and 

Descriptions of New Species of Reptiles collected by the U. S. Ex- 
ploring Expedition under the command of Capt. Charles Wilkes, 
U. 8S. N. Part 2. By Charles Girard. 8vo.—From the Authors. 

Illustrations of the Birds of California, Texas, Oregon, British and 
Russian America: By John Cassin. Parts 2, 3. Philadelphia, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Author. 

A Discourse commemorative of the late William E. Horner, M.D. 
Professor of Anatomy :—delivered before the Faculty and Stu- 

* dents of the University of Pennsylvania, Oct. 10, 1853. By Sam- 
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uel Jackson, M.D. Prof. Inst. Med. &c. Philadelphia. 8vo.— 
From Dr. George B. Wood. 

Introductory Lecture to the Course on the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania; delivered Oct. 14, 
1853. By George B. Wood, M.D. Philadelphia. Svo.—From 
the Author. 

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. [V. Série. Tome V. Paris, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Report of Capt. M. C. Meigs, with surveys, plans, and estimates for 
supplying the cities of Washington and Georgetown with wa- 
ter. Washington, Feb. 22, 1853, and 

Letters and Reports on the Capitol Extension and Washington Aque- 
duct, in charge of Capt. M. C. Meigs, U.S. A. Washington, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Pneumonia: its supposed Connection, pathological and etiological, 
with Autumnal Fevers:—including an Inquiry into the Existence 
and Morbid Agency of Malaria. By Réné La Roche, M.D. Mem. 
Am. Phil. Soc. &c. &c. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the 
Author. 


Mr. Fraley announced the death of Dr. Robert M. Bird, a 
member of the Society, who died Jan. 23, 1854, in the 48th 
year of his age. 

The committee appointed to consider and report upon a plan 
for the better accommodation and more convenient arrange- 
ment of the Society’s library, made a report and offered the 
following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That a committee be authorized to cause such altera- 
tions to be made in the rooms and book-cases, as may be needed for 
the disposition of the library. 

2. Resolved, That the same committee be authorized to take 
measures for the better warming of the Society’s apartments. 


Whereupon, after consideration and discussion, the said re- 
solutions were adopted,—and Mr. Trego, Judge Kane and Mr. 
Franklin Peale were appointed as a committee under the reso- 
lutions. 

Prof. Frazer directed the attention of the Society to the re- 
cent and contemplated changes in the British coinage and 
currency, and adverted to the great commercial and other con- 
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veniences which would result from a uniformity of weight, 
fineness and value between the coins of this country and those 
of Great Britain. He concluded by moving the appointment 
of a committee to memorialize the government of the United 
States on the subject, and to report to the Society. 

The motion was agreed to, and Prof. Frazer, Prof. J. H. 
Alexander, Prof. A. D. Bache, Mr. Robert Patterson and Mr. 
Trego, were appointed the commiitee. 

The Committee of Publication reported the completion of 
Vol. X. of the Transactions of the Society, by the recent 
publication of Part 3 of that volume, of which a copy was 
- laid on the table. 

Mr. Trego, as reporter, presented No. 50 of the Society’s 
Proceedings, just published, which completes the fifth volume. 


Stated Meeting, February 17. 
Present, twelve members. 
JupGe Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Central Commission of Statistics of Belgium, 
dated Bruxelles, 20th July, 1850, and from the Etat Major of 
the Corps of Mining Engineers of Russia, dated St. Peters- 
burg, 30th October, 1852,—both accompanying donations to 
the Society :— 

From the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, dated Phila- 
delphia, Feb. 7, 1854; and from the Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences of Philadelphia, dated Feb. 8, 1854, returning thanks for 
Vol. X. Part 3, of the Transactions of this Society :— 

From the New Jersey Historical Society, dated Newark, 
Feb. 14, 1854, acknowledging the receipt of the Society’s 
Transactions, Vol. X. Part 3, and of No. 50 of the Proceed- 
ings: — 

From the Rey, Wm. Bacon Stevens, dated Philadelphia, 
Feb, 6, 1854,—from Frederick A. Genth, dated Philadelphia, 
Feb. 11, 1854,—and from Dr. Samuel D. Gross, dated Louis- 

VOL. VI.—B 
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ville, Feb. 13, 1854,—severally acknowledging the receipt of 
notice of their election as members of the Society: and— 

From the Hon. John P. Kennedy, dated Baltimore, Feb. 
11, 1854, acknowledging the receipt of the diploma or certifi- 
cate of his election asa member. 


The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Annales de l’Observatoire Physique Central de Russie: publi¢es par 
ordre de S. M. l’Empéreur Nicolas I. sous les auspices de M. le 
Compte Wrontchenko, Ministre des Finances, &c.—par A. T. 
Kupffer, Directeur de Observatoire Physique Central. Année 
1849. Nos. 1, 2, 3. St. Petersbourg, 1852. 4to.—From the 
Etat Major of the Corps of Mining Engineers of Russia. 

Compte Rendu Annuel, adressé a S. Exc. M. de Brock, Secrétaire 
d’Etat, &c. par le Directeur de ’Observatoire Physique Central, 
A. 'T. Kupffer. Année, 1851. St. Petersbourg, 1852. 4to.— 
From the same. 

Flora Batava, of Afbeelding en Beschrijving van Nederlandsche 
Gewassen. Aflevering 173, 174: en Tytel en Register Elfde 
Deel. Amsterdam. 4to.—From H. M. the King of Holland. 

Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, in Boston, April 
27, 1853:—in Worcester, Oct. 24, 1853. Worcester. 8vo.— 
From the Society. 

Origin and Causes of Democracy in America:—A discourse by 
George W. Burnap ;—delivered in Baltimore, before the Maryland 
Historical Society, on its Eighteenth Anniversary Celebration, 
Dec. 20, 1853. Baltitnore. 8vo.—From the Maryland Histo- 
rical Society. 

The African Repository: Vol. XXX. No. 1. January, 1854. Wash- 
ington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVII. No. 2. 
February, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Quarterly Journal of the Chemical Society. Vol. VI. No. XXIV. 
January 1, 1854. London. 8vo.—Frem the Society. 

Statistique de la Belgique. Population. Mouvement de l’Etat Civil 
pendant les années 1846, 1847, 1848. Publié par le Ministre de 
l'Intérieur. Bruxelles, 1849. 3 vols. Fol.-~From the Central 
Commission of Statistics, Belgium. 

Statistique de la Belgique. Population. Recensement Général. (15 
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Octobre, 1846.) Publié par le Ministre de I’Intérieur. Bruxelles, 
Feb. 1849.—From the same. 

Annual Report of the State Treasurer of Pennsylvania, on the Fi- 
nances of the State, for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1853. 
Harrisburg. 8vo.—From M. W. Baldwin, Esq. 

Annual Report of the Board of Canal Commissioners of Pennsylva- 
nia, with the accompanying documents, for the fiscal year ending 
Nov. 30, 1853. Harrisburg. 8vo.—From George H. Hart, Esq. 

Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the year 
1853. By Thomas S. Kirkbride, M.D. Physician to the Institu- 
tion. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 134. February, 
1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard § Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 2. February, 
1854. New York. 8vo.—From the Editors. 

The True Idea of the University and its relation to a Complete Sys- 
tem of Public Instruction:—An Address before the Association of 
the Alumni of the University of the City of New York, June 28, 
1852: by C. S. Henry, D.D.—and 

The Indebtedness of the City of New York to its University :—An 
Address to the Alumni of the University of the City of New York, 
at their Twenty-first Anniversary, 28th June, 1853: by Prof. J. 
W. Draper, M.D. New York. 8vo.— Donor unknown. 

Mémoire sur les Voleans de l’Auvergne: par M. Rozet, Capitaine 
d’Etat Major. (Présénté 2 l’Académie des Sciences, le 3 Avril, 
1843.) 4to.— From Prof. J. F. Frazer. 

Sai an Sinsin, sive Liber Metempsychosis veterum /Egyptiorum: e 
duabus papyris funebribus Hieraticis signis exaratis: nunc pri- 
mum edidit Latine vertit notas adjecit Henricus Brugsch, Doct. 
Phil. &c. &. Berolini, 1851. 4to.—From the same. 

Voyages from Holland to America, A. D. 1632 to 1644. By David 
Peterson De Vries. ‘Translated from the Dutch, by Henry C. 
Murphy. New York, 1853. 8vo.—From James Lenox, Esq. 


On motion of Mr. Fraley, Dr. Ruschenberger was requested 
to prepare an obituary notice of the late Dr. Robert M. Bird. 

Judge Kane, pursuant to former appointments, presented and 
read obituary notices of Judge Hopkinson, Thomas Gilpin, and 
John Price Wetherill, late members of the Society. 
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Joseph Hopkinson. The family name of our late Vice-president 
is intimately associated with the political and forensic history of the 


United States. His grandfather, his father and himself, were in suc- 
cession the judges of admiralty in Pennsylvania, each distinguished | 
in his day. The father was a member of the Congress of 1776, 
signed the declaration of Independence, and contributed by his per- 
sonal influence and by the sportive sarcasm of his pen to its success 
ful vindication. ‘The son also was led astray, for a while, from the 
walks of his profession by the seducements of political life, and held 
an important and honoured place in the House of Representatives of 
the United States, with Webster and Clay and Calhoun and Lowndes 
for his associates and competitors in debate. 

His reputation was national, as were all his aims and wishes and 
thoughts; and his life truly written out would be a chapter rather 
than an episode in the history of his country. 

He came early to the bar, with talents to achieve the highest hon- 
ours of his profession, and with that other indispensable element of 
success, just poverty enough to make him willing to exert them. His 
course to eminence was rapid. His vindication of Dr. Rush from the 
calumnies of Cobbett, his reclamation of damages at the suit of Pat 
Lyon, and his defence of Judge Chase before the Court of Impeach- 
ment, are among the trophies of our Philadelphia bar. He entered 
Congress | think in 1816; but after serving for a term or two, re- 
tired from the gladiations of politics and law to a farm near Borden- 
town, New Jersey. 

lt is the dream of every lawyer this country life. There is some- 
thing about the excitements of our daily professional contest, its al- 
ternations of disaster and success, each in its turn unlooked for, de- 
pendent on contingencies that may sometimes be calculated but are 
not often to be controlled, which, like the adventurous experience of 
the storm-tried mariner, makes a man long for the fancied repose of 
a farm. But the “ mox reficit rates” applies in the two vocations 
alike; ina very few years Mr. Hopkinson came back to the bar. 
At the close of Mr. J. Q. Adams’s administration, he was appointed 
the United States Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and 
he retained that office till his death. While holding it he took part 
in the convention that framed the constitution of this State, and was 
one of the wise minority which opposed many of its present features. 

He had refined tastes, was fond of paintings and statuary, and 
presided for many years over the Academy of Fine Arts. He wrote 
poetry too, as gentlemen used to do fifty years ago, and perhaps as 
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they do now: the words of Hail Columbia are from him. A poor 
player had announced for his benefit night that the President would 
be welcomed at the theatre with a patriotic ode; and his poet disap- 
pointed him at the last moment. Hopkinson found a Hessian march 
in his flute-book, and made the verses to suit it before going to bed. 

His style of writing was pure manly English, admitting very little 
ornament for ornament’s sake, but graceful and flowing. As a 
speaker, he was terse and studiously simple, but rich with illustration 
when the occasion called for it, and racy with wit. He was seldom 
elaborate in preparing an argument; or if he was, he took pains to 
rub out the traces of elaboration, as an Indian covers his track among 
the leaves. His mind was acute, suggestive, intense sometimes, 
prompt in its conclusions, and little anxious to review them. Yet he 
was patient on the bench, and conld hear or seem to hear all sorts and 
qualities of forensig contestation as meekly as eloquence or logic :— 
sometimes indeed, when the sophism was quite too audacious, I have 
known him to kill it off with a spark of wit; but he generally bore it 
like a philosopher. He had wonderful powers of conversation, was 
playful, full of anecdote, happy in repartee,—a good listener withal, 
not only witty himself, but the cause wherefore wit was in other men. 

He became a member of the American Philosophical Society, in 
1815, and was chosen to be a Vice-president in 1831. He died on 
the 15th of January, 1842, at the age of 71. 

I should be glad to spread out some of my reminiscences of Judge 
Hopkinson, for | knew him well; he was my professional instructor 
almost forty years ago, and we were friends as long as he lived. 
But the brevity, which the spirit of our rules enjoins, allows me only 
to trace this hasty sketch of his character upon our records. 

Thomas Gilpin. 1 hoped, when the Society did’me the honour of 
requesting me to notice Mr. Gilpin’s death upon our records, that I 
should have the aid of my friend, his nephew, in collecting the ma- 
terial for my work. The continued absence of Mr. H. D. Gilpin in 
Europe has prevented this, and | must be excused therefore for 
making a more brief memorial than the services and personal worth 
of our late fellow member might rightfully claim. 

Mr- Gilpin was of ancient family among the old Quakers of Penn- 
sylvania, and connected by descent with still older and equally hon- 
oured families in England. When I first knew him, a great many 


years ago, he was residing on the Brandywine, an extensive manu- 
facturer of paper, busily engaged in devising improvements in his art. 
The machine paper made on a wire wove cylinder, though not I be- 
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lieve, his invention, was first introduced to notice in this country un- 
der his auspices. His works were at that time among the curiosities 
of that busy and beautiful region, and the grounds about them more 
picturesque and tastefully ordered than any I have seen since. He 
afierwards removed to Philadelphia, and continued here till he died. 
fle was an ingenious, public spirited, and useful man, fond of sci- 


ence, well read in it, and sometimes a contributor of his observations 
and thoughts for the different scientific journals. [ have before me 
“ Anessay on Organic Remains as connected with an ancient Tropical 
Region of the Earth,” which he addressed to this Society in 1843; and 
which was published soon after. Besides this, | remember a plan of 
his for bringing about a representation of the minorities in our politi- 
cal systems, which he explained and enforced in a pamphlet soon 
after. It was the first matured scheme of the sort, that gained public 
attention among us; but it involved objections of, detail, which pre- 
vented its finding general favour. The principle it sought to illus- 
trate has however been recognised in some of the later enactments of 
our legislature. In 1848, he made a collection of all the documents, 
that were connected with the imprisonment of his father and others 
of the same sect by the revolutionary authorities of 1776. It is in- 
teresting, as showing the perilous energy with which those almost 
self constituted tribunals, executed their patriotic functions against all 
who were suspected of favouring the crown, and as showing also the 
calm and placid, but galling pertinacity, with which men disciplined in 
the school of conscience can oppose without resisting, and suffer with- 
out submitting. The protests and representations and petitions and 
appeals of the prisoners make up a volume. 

A more extended inquiry than I am able to make would probably 
bring to view others of his writings. His mind was active, and his 
range of thought embraced many subjects. He was a member of our 
Society from the year 1814 till 3d March, 1853, when he died at the 
age of 77. 

John Price Wetherill. During the war of the Revolution, a num- 
ber of the Society of Friends, the parent society of Pennsylvania, were 
so far led away by patriotic fervour as to bear arms in the cause of 
the colonies. They lost their heritage, of course; but retaining most 
of the conscientious peculiarities of the sect, they formed a new com- 
munity, which, as time and change narrowed its boundaries, became 
more and more sedulous to keep their outline well defined. Among 
the last of these, of the second or third generation of “ free Quakers,” 
was our friend the late curator, the grandson of a revolutionary 
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minister and soldier, tracing back an honoured ancestry from before 
the settlement of Penn. He was a Quaker to the very last, without a 
particle of schismatic bitterness, but pertinacious in his adherence to 
his patrimonial faith and forms. 

He occupied a very large space in this community of ours, and held 
many positions of trust. He was a contented man, who had per- 
suaded Price Wetherill to be the executor of his will, or the guardian 
of his children. He had the confidence of all classes. When a bank 
had just been proclaimed insolvent, and in spite of the police, an ex- 
cited crowd of small creditors was threatening violence at the coun- 
ter, a promise from him that ‘ he would see into the matter” made 
every thing quiet. He was fairly borne down by public offices. He 
was an indefatigable Guardian of the Poor, a Manager of the Girard 
estates, chairman of the Watering Committee of Philadelphia for a 
great many years, and latterly the President of our Select Council. 

He was a scientific manufacturing chemist; a theorising, but also 
a practical agriculturist; a thorough and successful business man ; 
yet a zealous politician, public spirited beyond any one of his place 


anil time, liberal to profusion for the relief of want, the encourage- 


ment of toil, the advancement of science; his whole life devoted to all 
he believed to be good; and his death that of a humble, almost timo- 
rous, but hopeful Christian. 

He had some eccentricities; Lut they were none of them repulsive; 
he was careless of his personal appearance, and took pride in leading 
with his own hands the operations of his laboratory and his farm. 
Still, he liked the society of the eminent and refined, and had many 
warm friends among the political leaders of the country. He was a 
vice-president in the Academy of Natural Sciences, and a member of 
the Wistar Club. 

His hospitality was without stint, and embraced almost all classes 
in its range. His charities were still more diffusive ; those, who 
have ministered to the poor and suffering during the inclemencies of 
this winter, have found out how large and pervading were his bene- 
factions, and how carefully screened from the public eye. | myself 
know more than one thriving and happy household, that can refer 
back its comforts and its hope to his well devised and equally well 
masked bounty. 

This is about all that need be said of our friend. He performed 
his part in life well; and it was a laborious and responsible one; and 
he carried with him to the grave the regrets of many poor, and the 
esteem of all the worthy. 
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Elected a member American Philosophical Society, 20th April, 
1827. Elected a curator American Philosophical Society, January, 
1828. Died at Philadelphia, 24th July, 1853, aged 59 years. + 


The minutes of the Board of Officers and Council at their 
last meeting were read by the clerk. 

The committee appointed at last meeting, on the subject of 
equalizing the coinage of this country and of Great Britain, re- 
ported a memorial to the Congress of the United States on that 
subject,—which, after consideration and debate, was re-commit- 
ted to the committee, to report at a future meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Boardman, on behalf of James Lenox, Esq., of New 
York, presented for the Library of the Society a translation of 
the “ Voyages of De Vries from Holland to America, A. D. 
1632 to 1644,” and made some remarks upon the rarity of the 
original work and the value of the donation:— 

Whereupon—on motion of Prof. Frazer, the Secretary was 
directed to communicate the thanks of the Society to Mr. Le- 
nox for his valuable gift. 

On motion of Judge Kane, (Dr. Dunglison having taken the 
chair), the Address delivered to the Society by its President, 
on the 16th of December last, was referred to the Board of 
Officers and Council. 

The subject of re-engraving the seal of the Society, which 
has become much worn by long use, was also referred to the 
Officers and Council. 


Stated Meeting, March 3. 
Present, ten members. 


The President and Vice-Presidents being absent, Mr. Justice 
was called to the Chair. 

Mr. George Harding, a recently elected member, was intro- 
duced and took his seat. 

Letters were read:— 

From the Trustees of the New York State Library, dated 
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Albany, Feb. 15, 1854; from the Connecticut Historical So- 
ciety, dated Hartford, Feb. 15, 1854; and from the Lyceum of 
Natural History, dated New York, Feb. 21,1854; respectively 
acknowledging the receipt of No. 50 of the Proceedings of 
this Society, and returning thanks for the same: and— 

From the Royal Zoological Society at Amsterdam, dated 
Noy. 1853, accompanying a donation for the library of the So- 
ciety. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde: uitgegeven door het Genootschap Natura 
Artis Magistra, te Amsterdam. Aflevering 1, 2,3, 4,5. Amster- 
dam, 1848-1852. 4to.—From the Zoological Society at Am- 
sterdam. 

Astronomical Observations made at the Radcliffe Observatory, in the 
year 1851. By Manuel J. Johnson, M.A. Radcliffe Observer. Vol. 
XII. Oxford, 1853. 8vo.—From the Radcliffe Trustees. 

American Journal of Science and Arts: Vol. XVII. No. 50. March, 
1854. New Haven, 8vo.—From Profs. Silliman and Dana, 
Editors. 

Nineteenth Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Young 
Men’s Library Association of Cincinnati. Jan. 3, 1854. Cincin- 
nati. 8vo.—From the Association. 

Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tution for the Deaf and Dumb, for 1853. Philadelphia. 8vo.— 
From the Directors. 

Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the House 
of Refuge. Philddelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From J. J. Barclay, 
Esq. 

Battle of Lake Erie: A Discourse delivered before the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, Feb. 16, 1852, by Usher Parsons: and 

Oration on the occasion of celebrating the Fortieth Anniversary of 
the Battle of Lake Erie: delivered Sept. 10, 1853, in Newport, 
R. I., by George H. Calvert. Providence, 1854. 8vo.—From 
Dr. G. Emerson. 

Returns of the several Banks and Savings Institutions of Pennsylva- 
nia, communicated by the Auditor General to the Legislature, 
1854. Harrisburg. 8vo.—From M. W. Baldwin, Esq. 

The Seventh Census:—Report of Jos. C. G. Kennedy, late Superin- 

VOL. VI.—c 
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tendent of the Census, for Dec. 1, 1852;—to which is appended 
the Report for Dec. 1, 1851. Washington, 1853. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 

The Medical News and Library: Vol. XII. No. 135. March, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

Astronomical Journal: Vol. II]. No. 19. Feb. 17, 1854. Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 8vo.—From Dr. B. A. Gould, jr., Editor. 


The committee appointed at a former meeting, relative to 
the equalization of coinage between this country and Great 
Britain, reported the following Memorial to Congress, on this 
subject,—which, on motion, was adopted by the Society, and 
ordered to be signed by the proper officers and forwarded for 
presentation te Congress. ’ 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled. 


The Memorial of the American Philosophical Society held at Phi- 
ladelphia for promoting useful knowledge, respectfully shows: 

That, at the present moment, there is a favourable opportunity for 
effecting a result of great public interest and convenience; by esta- 
blishing a Coinage which shall be identical in weight, fineness and 
value, for the two great Commercial Nations which use the same 
English tongue. 

It is understood that the Government of Great Britain is about to 
adopt, wholly or in part, a decimal correlation of the coins issued by 
its authority, like that which has been for a long time used in the 
United States ; and it can be readily perceived that but slight modifi- 
cations in the relative unitary weights and values are required, re- 
spectively, to bring the coinage in the two countries to the identity 
already mentioned. 

When this shall have been accomplished, inasmuch as the Weights 
and Linear Measures are already and have ever been the same for 
both nations, the Measures of Capacity will alone be discrepant, and 
as the standards of this sort for the United States may be considered 
as virtually the same with those accepted in Great Britain anterior to 
1825 (the difference being only in the temperatures to which observa- 
tions are reduced) there is reason to hope that a suitable occasion may 
hereafter occur to remove the discrepancy in this respect also. 

The undoubted convenience of a decimal computation makes its 
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extension to the entire Weight and Measure System, both here and in 
Great Britain, highly desirable; but such extension is not contem- 
plated in the present prayer of your Memorialists, which limits itself 
to what is easily practicable and is in the direct line of farther im- 
provement. 

In view of what has been said, then, and of the great convenience 
that citizens of the two countries will find when the coins of each 
pass in the other with the same facility as ours now do, between the 
different and distant States of this Union ;—of the great economy of 
time and labour that Commerce will experience in thus getting rid of 
tedious calculations of conversions and exchanges,—and of the great, 
though silent and unpretending help that will be given to the civiliza- 
tion of the human race in this concession to uniformity by two great 
nations whose common language is already spoken over half the 
globe:—Your Memorialists respectfully pray that your Honourable 
Bodies will give to this subject a wise and favourable consideration ;— 
and by joint resolution, or otherwise, will authorize the President of 
the United States to enter into such correspondence with the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain as may secure, in a reasonable time, a proper 
uniformity of Coinage, in the mode that may be found most discreet 
and convenient. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c. 


Stated Meeting, March 17. 


Dr. Franxurn Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Present, fourteen members. 


Letters were read:— 

From James Paget, dated 24 Henrietta Street, Cavendish 
Square, London, Feb. 15, 1854, acknowledging the receipt of 
notice of his election as a member of the Society : and— 

From the Royal Academy of Sciences at Amsterdam, dated 
Nov. 2, 1853, returning thanks for Vol. X. Part 2, of the 
Transactions, and for No. 48 of the Proceedings of this Soci- 
ety. 
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The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society: Vol. XIV. No. 
3. Jan. 13, 1854. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute: Vol. XXVII. No. 3. March, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository: Vol. XXX. No. 2. Feb. 1854. Washing- 
ton. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia : 
Vol. VII. No. 1. Jan. Feb. 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From 
the Academy. 

Additional Notes of a Discussion of Tidal Observations, made in con- 
nection with the Coast Survey at Cat Island, Louisiana. By Prof. 
A. D. Bache, Superintendent U. S. Coast Survey. (Am. Jour. 
Sci. and Arts. Vol. XIV.) New Haven, 1853.—From the Au- 
thor. 

Professor Dunglison’s Charge to the Graduates of Jefferson Medical 
College, of Philadelphia, March 11, 1854: with a list of the Gra- 
duates. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Eight Pamphlets, consisting of Reports, &c. illustrative of the Statis- 
tics of Population, Education, Prisons, Insanity, Insurance, &c. 
in Massachusetts. S8Svo.—From Dr. Edward Jarvis. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the decease of Gotthelf 
Fisher, of Moscow, a member of this Society, who died Oct. 
18, 1853, aged 83. 

Judge Kane called the attention of the members to the in- 
tended visit to Europe of Dr. Dunglison, one of the Vice-Pre- 
sidents of the Society,—and moved the following minute and 
resolution, which were read, considered and adopted: 


It having been announced that Dr. Robley Dunglison, a Vice-Pre- 
sident of this Society, is about to visit Europe with the purpose of 
making himself familiar with the Scientific and Literary Institutions 
of Great Britain and the nations of the Continent ;—it was 

Resolved, That Dr. Dunglison be requested to communicate, on 
behalf of the Society, with such of its foreign correspondents as he 
may have occasion to visit;—and that the Secretary be instructed to 
invite for him such aid as may conduce to the attainment of the object 
he has in view. 
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Stated Meeting, April 7. 
Present, nine members. 


Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read: — 

From the Corporation of Harvard College, dated Cambridge, 
Feb. 13, 1854, returning acknowledgments for Part 3, Vol. X: 
of the Transactions,—and for No. 50 of the Proceedings of 
the Society :— 

From the Librarian of the Boston Society of Natural His- 
tory, dated Boston, March 27, 1854, returning thanks for sun- 
dry Parts of the Transactions and Nos. of the Proceedings, 
which were wanting to complete the series in the library of that 
Society: and— 

From the Secretary of |’Ecole des Mines, dated Paris, 30th 
Noy. 1853, accompanying a donation for the library. 

The following donations were announced:— 


_ FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Annales des Mines. V. Série. Tome IV. 4 livraison de 1853. Paris. 
8vo.—From the Engineers of Ecole des Mines. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. Nos. 20, 21, 
Jan. Feb. 1854. Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Researches upon Nemerteans and Planarians. By Charles Girard. 
I. Embryonic Development of Planocera Elliptica. Philadelphia, 
1854. 4to.— rom the Author. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. LIV. New Series. 
April, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac Hays, Edi- 
tor. 

, The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 136. April, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

Report of the Auditor General on the Finances of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, for the year ending Nov. 30, 1853. Harris- 
burg. 8vo.—From M. W. Baldwin, Esq. 

Astronomical Journal. Vol. III. Nos. 20, 21. March 16, April 3, 
1854. Cambridge. 4to.—From Dr. B. A Gould, jr. Editor. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 3. March, 1854. 

New York. 8vo.—From the Editors. 
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Annual Review: History of St. Louis, Commercial Statistics, Im- 
provements of the year, and Account of the leading Manufactures, 
&c. Jan. 1854. St. Louis. 8vo.—Donor unknown. 


Mr. Fraley announced the recent death of Sir James Wylie, 
of St. Petersburg, a member of this Society, aged 85 years. 

In connection with this announcement, Dr. F. Bache men- 
tioned to the Society that on his late visit to Europe he called 
upon Sir James Wylie, in St. Petersburg, and in conversation 
with Sir James, on the events of his long and active life, that 
gentleman referred to a brief account of the principal incidents 
in his public and official career as a military surgeon in the 
Russian service, written by himself; of which paper he kindly 
permitted Dr. Bache to take a copy. This paper was read to 
the Society. 

Judge Kane referred to the unusual number of icebergs in 
the Atlantic during the last few months, as reported by recent 
navigators. He infers, from this, that the spring of 1853, in 
the Arctic regions, was more mild, or the Arctic waters more 
open than usual,—this floating ice coming from Baffin’s bay;— 
and considers that from this apparent indication of the season 
in the northern regions, we have reason to suppose that Dr. 
Kane may have made more progress in his Arctic explorations 
than could have been done in an ordinary season. 

The Judge illustrated his remarks by reference to a recent 
chart of the Arctic regions, with regard to the geographical 
and physical features of the coast in that portion of the globe. 


Stated Meeting, pril 21. 
Present, thirteen members. 
Judge Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read :— 

From the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, dated 
Nov. 1, 1853; from the Central Physical Observatory of Rus- 
sia, dated St. Petersburg, Dec. 13, 1853; from the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of London, dated 3 Waterloo Place, Dec. 
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13, 1853; returning thanks for Vol. X. Part 2, of the Transac- 
tions: — 

From the Imperial Academy of Sciences at Vienna, dated 
24th Nov. 1853, acknowledging the receipt of Transactions, 
Vol. X. Part 2, and Proceedings Nos. 47, 48. 

From the Royal Institution, London, dated Albemarle Street, 
Sept. 1, 1853; from the Geological Society, dated Somerset 
House, Nov. 3, 1853; from the Royal Geographical Society, 
dated 11th January, 1854, returning thanks for No. 48 of the 
Proceedings: — 

From the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, dated 
Boston, 15th April, 1854, returning acknowledgments for 
Transactions. Vol. X. part 3, and Proceedings Nos. 49, 50:— 

From the Corporation of Harvard College, dated Cambridge, 
March 27, 1854, acknowledging the receipt of Vol. X. Part 1, 
of the Transactions:— 

From the Imperial Society of Naturalists of Moscow, dated 
13th Sept. 1853; from the Imperial Academy of Sciences at 
Vienna, dated 10th Nov. 1853; from the Imperial Geological 
Institute, dated Vienna, 21st Noy. 1853; from the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Stockholm, dated 23d Nov. 1853; from 
the Baron J. Von Hammer Purgstall, dated’ Vienna, 29th Dec. 
1853; from the Royal Institution, dated Albemarle Street, Lon- 
don, Dec. 12, 1853; from the Royal Danish Society of Sci- 
ences, dated Copenhagen, 21st Dec. 1853; from Dr. N. B. Shurt- 
leff, dated Boston, 15th April, 1854; severally announcing or 
accompanying donations for the library of the Society: and— 

From the Rev. Eleazar Williams, dated Philadelphia, April 
18, 1854, in relation to a manuscript Grammar of the Iroquois 
language, placed in the hands of Mr. Du Ponceau in the year 
1838, with a view to its publication by the Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich—Koniglichen Geologischen Reichanstalt. 

1853. IV. Jahrgang. No. 2. April, Mai, Juni. Wien. 4to.— 
From the Imperial Geological Institute, Vienna. 

Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. 

Phil. Hist. Classe, Band X. 5 Heft: Band XI. 1, 2 Heft.—Math. 
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Nat. Classe, Band XI. 1,2 Heft. Wien. 8vo.—From the Im- 
perial Academy of Sciences, Vienna. 

Kongl. Vetenskaps—Akademiens Handlingar, for ar 1851. 

Ofversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Forhandlingar. Arg. 9, 
1852, 

Berittelse om Framstegen i Vertebrerade Djurens Naturalhistoria och 
Ethnografien under aren 1845-1850. Afgifven till Kongl. Vet. 
Akad. af Carl J. Sundevall, 1853. 

Register dfver de till Kongl. Vetenskaps—Akad. af J. E. Wikstrém 
afgifna Ars—Beriittelser i Botanik for Aren 1820 till och med 
1838, af N. J. Anderson. Stockholm. 8vo.—-From the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, Stockholm. 

Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Skrifter. Femte 
Rekke. Naturvidenskabelig og Mathematisk Afdeling. III. Bind. 
Kidbenhavn, 1853. 4to.—From the Royal Danish Society of 
Sciences. 

Tables du Soleil, executées d’aprés les ordres de la Société Royale 
des Sciences de Copenhague: par MM. P. A. Hanson et C. F. R. 
Olufsen. Copenhague, 1853. 4to.—From the same. 

Annales de Observatoire Physique Central de Russie: publiées par 
ordre de Sa Majesté l’Empereur Nicolas I. Par. A, T. Kupffer, 
Directeur de Observatoire Physique Central. Année 1850. Nos. 
1,2. St. Petersburg, 1853. 4to.—From the Observatory. 

Compte—Rendu Annuel, adressé aS. Exc. M. de Brock, Minister des 
Finances, par le Directeur de l’Observatoire Physique Central, A. 
T. Kupffer. Année 1852. St. Petersbourg, 1853. 4to.—From 
the same. 

Bulletin de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou. Année 
1852. Moscow, 1853. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society. Vol. XXIII. And Gene- 
ral Index to the second ten volumes of the Journal. London, 1853. 
8vo.—From the Society. 

Notices of the Meetings of the Members of the Royal [nstitution of 
Great Britain. Part III. Nov. 1852—July, 1853. And List of the 
Members, Officers, &c. of the Institution, with the Report of the 
Visitors for the year 1852. London, 1853. 8vo.—From the In- 
stitution. 

Transactions of the Royal Seciety of Edinburgh: Vol. XX. Part 4. 
Edinburgh, 1852-3. 4to. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh: Session 1852-3. 
Vol. lil. No. 43. Edinburgh. 8vo.—From the Society. 
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Astronomical Observations made by the Rev. Thomas Catton, B.D. 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge. Reduced and printed under the 
superintendence of George Biddell Airy, Esq. Astronomer Royal. 
London, 1853. 8vo.—From the Royal Society. 

Proceedings of the Geological and Polytechnic Society of the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, 1852. Leeds, 1853. 8vo.—From the So- 
ciety. 

Thirty-third Report of the Council of the Leeds Philosophical and 
Literary Society, at the close of the Session 1852-3. Leeds. 
8vo.—From the Society. 

Almanaque Nautico para el alo 1855, calculado de orden de S. M. 
en el Observatorio de Marina de la ciudad de San Fernando. 
San Fernando, 1853. 8vo.—From the Observatory. 

Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. New 
Series. Vol. II. Part 4. Philadelphia, 1854. 4to.—From the 
Academy. 

Proceedings of the New Jersey Historieal Society. Vol. VII. No. 2. 
1854.—From the Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVII. No. 4. 
April, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXX. Nos. 3, 4. March, April, 1854. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Das Arabische Hohe Lied der Liebe, ia text und iibersetzung zum 
ersten male herausgegeben, von Hammer Purgstall. Wien. 1854. 
8vo.—From Baron Von Hammer Furgstall. 

Records of the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England. Printed by order of the Legislature. Edited by N. 
B. Shurtleff, M.D.—From N. B. Shurtleff, M.D. 

Eleventh Report to the Legislature of Massachusetts, relating to the 
Registry and Returns of Births, Marriages and Deaths in the Com- 
monwealth, for the year ending Dec. 31, 1853. By E. M. Wright, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. Boston, 1853. 8vo.—From 
the same. 

Rules and Regulations of the Public Library of the City of Boston. 
Adopted Nov. 8, 1853. Boston. 8vo.—From the same. 

Archimedes and Franklin: A Lecture introductory to a Course on 
the Application of Science to Art, delivered before the Massachu- 
setts Charitable Mechanics’ Association, Nov. 29, 1853. By Ro- 
bert C. Winthrop. Boston. 8vo.—From the same. 

Electric Science: its History, Phenomena and Applications. By F. 
C. Bakewell. London, 1853. 8vo.—From Dr. L. Turnbull. 
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On motion of Mr. Fraley, the Librarian was authorized and 
directed to return to the Rev. Eleazar Williams, the manu- 
script copy of a Grammar of the Iroquois language, referred 
to in his letter read this evening, which manuscript was re- 
ceived by the Society, as stated in the letter, and was ordered 
to be published in the Transactions of the Historical and Lite- 
rary Committee; but as the publications of that Committee 
have been suspended, the order has not yet been carried out. 

Mr. Fraley announced the death of William Strickland, a 
member of this Society, who died at Nashville, Tennessee, on 
the sixth of the present month:— 

And, on motion, Judge Kane was requested to prepare an 
obituary notice of the deceased member. 

The Society then proceeded to the stated business of the 
meeting, the balloting for candidates for membership. 

The Committee on the preparation of enlarged accammoda- 
tions for the library reported progress. 

At the request of Professor Reed, he was excused from the 
preparation of an obituary notice of the late Professor James 
G, Thomson. 

All other business having been concluded, the ballot boxes 
were opened, and the following named gentlemen were de- 
clared by the presiding officer to be duly elected members of 
the Society :— 

Bensamin Gernarp, of Philadelphia. 

Exras Duranp, do. 

WittraM V. Kearine, M.D. do. 

Josuva I. Conen, M.D. of Baltimore. 

Lorp Manon, of England. 

James Lenox, of New York. 

Ext K. Price, of Philadelphia. 

Constant GILLou, do. 
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Stated Meeting, May 5. 


Present, seventeen members. 
Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Dr. William V. Keating and Mr. Elias Durand, recently 
elected members, were introduced and took their seats. 
' Letters were read:— 

From James Lenox, dated New York, April 24, 1854; from 
Joshua I. Cohen, dated Baltimore, April 24, 1854; from Eli 
K. Price, dated Senate, April 24, 1854; from Elias Durand, 
dated Philadelphia, April 26, 1854; severally acknowledging 
the receipt of notice of their election as members of the So- 
ciety. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Information concerning the History, Condition and Prospects of the 
Indian Tribes of the United States: Collected and prepared under 
the direction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, per Act of Congress 
of March 3, 1847; by Henry R. Schoolcraft, L.L.D. Published 
by authority of Congress. Part lV. Philadelphia, 1854. 4to.— 
From the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Vol. 
II. from p. 233 to end: Vol. III. p. 1 to 40. Boston. 8vo.— 
From the Academy. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. Nos. 23, 24. 
March, Agril, 1854. Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Annals of the Lyceum of Natural History“uf New York. Vol. VI. 
Nos. 2-4. April, 1854. New York. 8vo.—From the Lyceum. 

The American Journal of Science and Arts. Vol. XVII. No. 51. 
May, 1854. New Haven. Svo.—From the Editors. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 137. May, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

Seventh Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the State 
of New York, on the Condition of tbe State Cabinet of Natural 
History, and the Historical and Antiquarian Collection annexed 
thereto. Made to the Senate, Jan. 18, 1854. Albany. 8vo.— 
From the Regents. 
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Report on the Utility ef a uniform System in Measures, Weights, 
Fineness and Decimal Accounts, for the Standard Coinage of 
Commercial Nations. By J. H. Gibbon, M.D. of the U. S. 
Branch Mint, North Carolina. Charleston, 1854. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 

The Duty of Columbia College to the Community, and its right to 
exclude Unitarians from its Professorships of Physical Science, 
considered by one of its Trustees. New York, 1854. 8vo.— 
— Donor unknown. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VI. No. 10. April, 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From the Editors. 


Judge Kane, pursuant to appointment, read an obituary no- 
tice of the late William Strickland, a member of the Society. 


William Strickland. It is at best a melancholy office, that 
which I have undertaken, to trace the obituary memorial of an old 
and intimate friend. It calls back passages in my own life, that 
might willingly if not wisely be forgotten, hopes and apprehensions 
that we shared or sympathised in together, hopes, some of them re- 
alized happily in later years ; some of them, hopes as well as appre- 


hensions, realized to our sorrow. It brings round me the genial 
names we both used to delight in, Biddle, and Chapman, and Dewees, 
and Hopkinson, and I had almost added Patterson; of the whole 
group I am the only survivor. It is fitting that I should indite the 
farewell notice of Strickland; he would have done as much for me. 

My association with him dates back to the year 1819. It began 
the very day he laid the foundation stone of the Bank of the United 
States; he came up from the work to welcome me after my mar- 
riage. 

Before that time his life had been one of checkered @rtunes. His 
father was a carpenter, a skilful artisan, for Latrobe the great archi- 
tect of his day confided to him the execution of many of his plans, 
an honest man withal, for he never speculated, and yet died poor. 
His son William, a boy in the draughting room, attracted Latrobe’s 
favour by the quickness of his eye and the facility of his pencil, as 
as well as by his joyous and grateful temperament. Latrobe took 
the charge of his education as an engineer and architect; disciplining 
his taste to the severe harmonies of Grecian art, that exquisite art, 
which he himself commemorated so perfectly in the Minerva Polias 
outline of the Bank of Pennsylvania, and his pupil afterwards in the 
portico of the Parthenon. 
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I scarcely know how Strickland began his early professional career. 
He drew the plans for the first Masonic hall that stood in Chesnut 
street, before he was of age; and some years afterwards devised a 
cunning little specimen of bigou architecture for the Swedenborgian 
Church. But there was very little for an architect or an engineer to 
do in Philadelphia, or indeed anywhere else about the country, when 
he left his master’s studio. His father had died; and he was fairly 
adrift upon the world. 

He set himself to work as a sort of artist in general; drew patterns 
for plasterers and carpenters, and models for machinists and paten- 
tees, aquatinted fanciful likenesses of victorious commodores and 
other notorieties for the shop windows, painted scenes for the theatres, 
(excellent ones they were,) now and then tried his hand at a street 
view in oil, (I have one of these, a noble perspective of old Christ 
Church and Second street: he sold it for two hams, ten dollars, and 
a box of segars, and bought it back ten years afterwards for three 
hundred dollars, ) levelled a house plot, or computed a water power, or 
surveyed a field or a farm when the lines were too complex for the 
every day workers in mensuration ; and then or in the mean while, 
artist like, married a wife, giving his only five dollar bill to the 
clergyman. 

He was trying on his uniform jacket as a volunteer, the night be- 
fore he was to set out for camp: it was in the fall of 1814, and all 
who had nothing else to do, and a good many besides, were marching 
off to keep away the British; when an actident brought him into 
more public view. 

The older part of the town had turned out to make fortifications, 
those strange looking earth-works that many of us remember at all 
the road crossings, and some of which promise to remain there like 
Indian mounds to puzzle the coming generation of antiquaries. Dr. 
Patterson had been elected one of our virtuoso engineers, and he be- 
thought him of Strickland as another. Of course there was no diffi- 
culty in getting his commission from the committee of safety: old 
general Bloomfield added a furlough to relieve him from camp duty: 
and before six o’clock the next morning Strickland had mounted the 
blue cockade, and was teaching all sorts of pasriotic people to .toss 
sods to the music of a fife. 

I have heard him refer much of his professional success to this tri- 
vial incident. It happened that some of our influential citizens were 
struck by the efficiency he manifested in his extempore office. He 
thought they over-valued it; though he complained for a while that, 
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like some heroes of more sanguinary fields, he had harvested more 
fame than abiding emolument. He was in truth an ill-trained econo- 
mist, and having “but little here below, had not that little long.” 
But when the Bank of the United States was incorporated a few years 
later, the influence of the same gentlemen secured his appointment 
as the architect of the new building. And from this time, so admira- 
bly exact were his estimates and so vigorous his supervision of the 
works under his charge, that he was the architect of Philadelphia. 
He constructed the Mint, the Exchange, the Naval Asylum, our two 
Theatres, the Mechanics and the Philadelphia Banks, the House of 
Employment for the Poor in Blockley ; in a word, all the buildings of 
note in and and about the city. 

While so engaged, he was called upon to direct extensive and diffi- 
cult works as an engineer. He made in 1824 a reconnoissance for 
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal ; and projected one of the routes 
across the Peninsula: "I was a director of the Canal Company at the 
time ; and I never doubted, and there are few who doubt now, that it 
was the best route proposed. He was the first engineer in the service 
of Pennsylvania after our improvement system took a definite form, 
and afterwards the engineer of the eastern division of the Philadelphia 
and Baltimore Rail Road. He planned and executed the Delaware 
Break-water. He visited England as the representative of a society 
which was formed by a few spirited gentlemen to advance the indus- 
trial progress of the state, and made a folio series of reports, which 
the Society published in a liberally illustrated volume. 

An anecdote occurs to me in connection with this volume, that 
shows the clearness of his foresight, but that exemplifies also the timo- 
rousness with which a striking truth finds general acceptance. He 
had witnessed the great experiment of the first locomotives, the Nov- 
elty and the Rocket, on the Liverpool and Manchester Rail Road; 
and in closing his report upon their performance, he prophecied that 
rail roads were destined to supersede canals. I was the proof reader 
of his book for the time; and when I was about to remit this passage 
to the printer, the Society’s committee, and I think the Society itself, 
remonstrated strenuously against so perilous a committal on the part 
of a gentleman, whose opinions might be confounded with their own. 
In the end, I rewroté the closing paragraphs of the report at their in- 
stance, and so saved Strickland from declaring in advance what a 
large part of the world knows now to be true. 

After many years of success in Philadelphia, he was invited to 
make the plan for the State Capitol of Tennessee, and subsequently 
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to direct its construction. It was his last great work. He died at 
Nashville on the 6th of April, 1854, a few weeks after completing it. 
The winter before his death, the Legislature of the State appropria- 
ted a crypt beneath the building as his future cenotaph; and his re- 
mains sleep there. The Capitol itself is his monument. 

The characteristics of Mr. Strickland’s mind were directness and 
simplicity.. There was nothing complicated or equivocal about him. 
A stranger could read him like a book. He had quick powers of ac- 
curate observation. He saw every thing that was about him, and 
saw it truly. As he walked in the country, he marked every angle 
of the road, every change of level, every running stream, every tree 
taller than the rest. After spending the day with a friend, he could 
tell you the arrangements of his rooms, the number of windows in 
each, the height of every ceiling almost to an inch, and every acci- 
dental crack in the wal!s. He could labour out his professional esti- 
mates with singular minuteness and truth; but he was impatient of 
the process, and relied very often, and very successfully, on what 
seemed guess work to others, but was really with him the rapid and 
almost unconscious application of some well tested formula. 

He was equally quick as a draughtsman: the scene-painters said 
he always worked with a pound brush. He made an engineering 
reconnoisance in less time than any man I| ever saw, and could trace 
the line for a canal or rail road almost as soon. 

Of course, he had sometimes the faults of over haste, and perhaps 
did not give to small appointments that measured attention that best 
conciliates custom. He saw the direct bearings of a question so 
clearly at once, that he made too little account of the collateral or re- 
mote ; and though he could review his first impressions with candour 
in deference to the judgment of his friends, he rarely did so without 
their prompting. 

He was not deeply studied: yet he had read and remembered the 
books of his profession. Like his favourite author, as described by 
Ben. Jonson, he had small Latin and less Greek ; but he knew some- 
thing of them, read French easily, and could manage a scrap of Italian 
when it encountered him. He was very fond of the old English 
poets, the humourous ones especially : he knew Shakspeare by heart, 
and would recite page after page of Hudibras. He had an apt wit of 
his own, sportive and kind spirited, that never meant to give offence, 
but that found utterance sometimes when it might have been discreet- 
ly silent. He was fond of merry company, and was the king of good 
fellows when occasion suited; at the anniversary suppers, which our 
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Society used to indulge in—alas, many years ago—no man was hap- 
pier or made more enjoyment for the rest. He had a warm heart, 
direct and gallant purposes, little aptitude of disguise, too little indeed 
for promiscuous communion with the world. 

His educated taste in matters of art became more and more severe 
as he grew older, till he seemed to value decoration too little. Yet 
he understood the beauty of flowing lines, and I have sometimes 
thought he purposely risked the harsh and rectangular style, lest he 
should be seduced by a native fondness for the ornate. But I need 
not criticise his warks; they designate the marble era in our Phila- 
delphia architecture, that one which has given place to the sand stone 
and cast iron. 

No doubt, there are features in some of his buildings, not many, I 
think, that a just censure may condemn. It might be uncharitable to 
blame him even for all of these. An architect like a lawyer, does 
not make the cause that engages his services. He does the best he 
can with it as it comes to him, and is lucky if he is not called on to 
defend or at least palliate by his silence faults that belong to others. 
He has to satisfy the wants of his employer; to disguise incongrui- 
ties which no art can reconcile, to modify his designs after he has be- 
gun to execute them, in deference to the uncertain judgment of a 
changing committee of supervisions, to cheapen this moulding, or 
leave a combination undeveloped, because funds are growing scarce: 
and after all; it may be, that the building as it stands before us for 
our criticism is devoted to uses the architect never dreamt of, that his 
airy quadrangle has become a smoking refinery, or his deep groined 
arches are hid above a canvass ceiling. No man need satirise the 
architectural eccentricities in some of the buildings that bear Strick- 
land’s name with more unsparing wit than he used to do himself. 

He became a member of the American Philosophical Society in 
1820, and -was about 65 years old when he died. 


Dr. Boyé exhibited a small apparatus to show certain vibra- 
tions caused by heat. 


It consists of a very thin compound bar or spring of platinum and 
silver, such as is used in the construction of Breguet’s ‘Thermometers, 
placed in a vertical position. When the flame of a spirit lamp is 
placed in close proximity to the silver side of the spring, it is thrown 
into rapid vibrations. These vibrations were first noticed by Mr. 
Wygandt, of this city. Dr. Boyé thought there was nothing new in 
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the principle, still the vibrations were curious, and as interesting as 
any other of the many vibrations produced by heat or galvanism. 

The vibrations are caused by the alternate actions of the heat of 
the lamp, bending the bar away from its influence, and of the conse- 
quent rapid cooling, which straightens it, throwing it back again within 
the former influence, this vibrating motion being assisted by the elas- 
ticity of the bar. Its approach to a red-hot bar or ball of iron pro- 
duces the same effect. The vibrations do not take place when the 
platinum side of the spring is turned towards the source of heat, or 
when the action on the silver side is made perfectly uniform, as by 
bringing it under the influence of a thick red-hot iron bar bent in the 
shape of the curve, which it assumes by the heat received from it, or 
if heated by a very steady column of hot air striking, as before, 
against its silver side, but placed in such a position that the bending 
of it does not throw it out of the influence of the heating current. 


Judge Kane made a verbal report from the committee ap- 
pointed in February last, upon the subject of providing more 
extended and convenient accommodations for the Library of 
the Society, and moved that an appropriation of $2000 be 


placed at the disposal of the committee, and that they be au- 
thorized to expend such amount, not exceeding that sum, as 
may be necessary for the object of their appointment: —Which 
motion was agreed to and the appropriation made by the So- 
ciety. 


Stated Meeting, May 19. 
Present, nine members. 
Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


A letter was read from the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, dated Madison, Wisconsin, 
May 10, 1854, soliciting an exchange of publications with this 
Society. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Quarterly Journal of the Chemical Society. No. XXV. Vol. VII. 1. 
April, 1854. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 
VOL. VI.—E 
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Pennsylvania Archives: Selected and arranged from Original Docu- 
ments in the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, con- 
formably to Acts of the General Assembly. Feb. 15, 1851, 
and March 1, 1852: by Samuel Hazard. 7 vols. From 1664 to 
1779. (4 copies.) Philadelphia, 1852. 8vo.—From the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

Colonial Records: Minutes of the Supreme Executive Council of 
Pennsylvania, from its organization to the termination of the Re- 
volution. Published by the State. Vols. XII. to XVI. inclusive. 
1779 to 1790. (4 copies.) Harrisburg, 1853. 8vo.—From the 
same. 

Boston Journal of Natural History, containing Papers and Communi- 
cations read before the Boston Society of Natural History. Vol. 
VI. No. 3. Boston, 1853. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. No. 22. Feb. 
1854. Boston. 8vo.—From the same. 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Vol. 
III. p. 1 to 104, Boston. 8vo.—From the Academy. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. 3d Series. Vol. XXVII. No. 5. 
May, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Sixty-seventh Anuual Report of the Regents of the University of the 
State of New York, transmitted to the Legislature, March 1, 
1854. Albany. 8vo.—From the Board of Regents. 

Verhandelingen uitgegeven door de Commissie belast met het vervaar- 
digen eener Geologische Beschrijving en Kaart van Nederland. 
Eerste Deel. Haarlem, 1853. 4to.—From the Government of 
the Netherlands. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. VII. No. 2. March, April, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.— 
From the Academy. 

Discourse in Commemoration of the Founding of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. By William Parker Foulke. 
Delivered March 20, 1854, in the Hall of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the same. 

Descriptions of New Fluviatile Shells of the United States. By John 
G. Anthony, of Cincinnati, Ohio. (Ann. Lyc. Nat. Hist. N. Y. 
April, 1854.)—From the Author. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 11. May, 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From the Editor. 
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On motion, it was ordered that the Wisconsin Historical So- 
ciety be placed upon the list of Corresponding Societies. 

The Minutes of the Board of Officers and Council at their 
late meeting were read. 

Judge Kane asked to be excused from longer service as a 
member of the Committee on the Hall: when, on motion, his 
request was granted, and Mr. Fraley was appointed in his 
place. 

On motion of Judge Kane, it was resolved that, in the opi- 
nion of the Society, the Committee on the Hall are authorized 
to make leases of such portions of the Soziety’s premises as 
are not occupied by the Society, at their discretion. 

On motion of Prof. Frazer, a committee was appointed to 
observe the expected Solar Eclipse, on the 26th inst.—And 
the following named gentlemen were placed on the committee: 
Prof. Frazer, Prof. Kendall, Mr. Longstreth, Mr. Justice, Mr. 
T. Wagner, Prof. S. Alexander, of Princeton; Prof. A. D. 
Bache, Dr. B. A. Gould, jr., Prof. Kirkwood, Prof. 0. M. 
Mitchell. 


It was then, on motion of Judge Kane, resolved that the 
Chairman of the above named Committee be authorized to add 
to the number of its members, and that a majority of the resi- 
dent members shall be a quorum of the Committee. 


Stated Meeting, June 16. 
Present, nine members. 
Dr. Franxxiin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read :— 

From Lord Mahon, dated Grosvenor Place, May 24, 1854, 
acknowledging the receipt of notice of his election as a mem- 
ber of this Society :— 

From the Royal Saxon Society of Sciences, dated Leipsic, 
Feb. 27 and March 4, 1854; from Dr. G. A. Jahn, dated Leip- 
sic April 8, 1854; from the Imperial Academy of Sciences at 
Vienna, dated January 18 and 28, 1854; from the Prince Ja- 
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blonowski Society, dated Leipsic, Jan. 13, 1854; from the 
Royal Bavarian Society of Sciences, dated Munich, March 12, 
1854; from the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall, dated 
Penzance, April 5, 1854; from John H. B. Latrobe, dated 
Baltimore, June 8, 1854; severally accompanying donations 
for the library: and— 

From the Wisconsin Historical Society, dated Madison, 
Wisc. June 9, 1854, in relation to an exchange of publications 
with the Society. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Abhandlungen der Philologisch—Historischen Classe der Kéniglich 
Siachsischen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften. Band I. Leipzig, 
1850. 4to.—From the Royal Saxon Society of Sciences. 

Berichte tiber die Verhandlungen der Phil. Hist. Classe der Kéniglich 
Siachsischen Geselischaft: 1846-1853. 8vo.—From the same. 

Berichte iiber die Vérhandlungen der Math. Physische Classe, 1853. 
Il. 8vo.—From the same. 

Zur Geschichte der Englischen Volkswirthschaftslehre, von W. Ros- 
cher, mit Nachtrage. 

Eberhard Windeck, von Johann Gustav Droysen. 

Zwei Verzeichnisse Kaiser Karls V. Lande, seine und seiner grossen 
einkinfte und anderes betrefiend von J. G. Droysen. 

Volusii Maeciani distributio partium: von Theodor Mommsen. 

Polemii Silvii Laterculus, herausgegeben von Theo. Mommsen. 

Entwickelung der Negativen und Ungraden Potenzen, &c. P. A. 
Hansen. 

Ueber einige allgemeine Reihenentwickelungen und deren Anwen- 
dung auf die Elliptischen Funktionen: O. Schémilch. 

Ueber die Bestimmung der Massen und der Trigheitsmomente sym- 
metrischer rotationskérper von ungleichfirmiger dichtigkeit. O. 
Schémilch.— From the same. 

Astronomische Untersuchungen iiber die Wichtigeren Finsternisse 
welche von der Schrifistellern des Classischen Alterthums erwahnt 
werden. Preisschrift von Dr. Julius Zech. Leipzig, 1853. 8vo.— 
From the Prince Jablonowski Society, at Leipsic. 

Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Math. Nat. Classe, Band XI. 3, 4 Heft, Oct. Nov. 1853.—Phil. 
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Hist. Classe, Band XI. 3 Heft. Oct. 1853. Wien. 8vo.—From 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Vienna. 

Bulletin der Kéniglichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Nos. 1-52. 
1853. Miinchen. 4to.—From the Royal Bavarian Academy 
of Sciences. 

Gelehrte Anzeigen: herausgegeben von Mitgliedern der Konigl. 
Bayer. Akad. der Wissenschaften. Band 36, 37. Miinchen, 1853. 
4to.—From the same. 

Afrika vor den Entdeckungen der Portugiesen: von Dr. Fr. Kunst- 
mann. 

Ueber dei Bewegung der Beviélkerung im K®énigreiche Bayern: von 
Dr. Fr. P. W. von Hermann. 

Rede zur Vorfeyer des hohen Geburtsfestes Sr. Maj. des Kéniges 
Maximilian II. von Bayern, Nov. 26, 1853: von Fr. von Thiersch, 
&c. 

Wegweiser fiir die Besucher des K. Botanischen Gartens in Miinchen, 
&c. von Dr. C. Fr. Ph. v. Martius. —From the same. 

Die Astronomie und die Astronomen seit dem Jahre 1845: Im Lichte 
und Schatten unserer Zeit betrachtet von einem Astronomen. 
Leipzig, 1854. 8vo.—From Dr. G. A. Jahn. 

Graphische Darstellung der Magnetischen Deklination zu Marburg. 
(Lithograph.) 1848-1852. Folio.—From Dr. Gerling. 

Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XIV. No. 
6. April 12, 1654. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Thirty-eighth and Thirty-ninth Annual Reports of the Council and 
Curators of the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall, with Pa- 
pers and Notices read to the Society. Penzance, 1851-2. 8vo.— 
From the Society. 

Astronomical Observations made under the direction of M. F. Maury, 
Lieut. U. S. Navy, during the year 1847, at the National Obser- 
vatory, Washington. Vol. II[. Published by authority of the Se- 
cretary of the Navy. Washington, 1853. 8vo.—From the Ob- 
servatory. 

Annual Report of the Trustees of the State Library of the State of 
New York, transmitted to the Legislature, March 10, 1854. Al- 
bany. 8vo.—From the Trustees. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVII. No. 6. 
June, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXX. Nos. 5, 6. May, June, 1854, 
Washington. 8vo.—From the Am. Colonization Society. 

Proceedings of the Third Convention of American Instructors of the 
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Deaf and Dumb, held at the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 
Columbus, Ohio, August 10, 11, 12,1853. Columbus. 8vo.— 
From the Rev. W. W. Turner. 

Report in relation to the Construction of a Light House on the New 
South Shoal off Nantucket. By Major Hartman Bache, U. S. 
Top. Engineers. Washington, April, 1853. 8vo.—From the 
Author. 

African Colonization. By John H. B. Latrobe. Baltimore, 1851-3. 
8vo.—From the Author. 

The Astronomical Journal. Nos. 70, 71. (Vol. III. Nos. 22, 23.) 
Cambridge, May, 1854. 4to.—From Dr. B. A. Gould, jr. Edi- 
tor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 138. June, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VI. No. 12. June, 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From the Editor. 


Prof. Frazer, from the Committee appointed at last meeting 
to observe the Solar Eclipse of the 26th ultimo, made a report 
embodying the results of observations made at various places 


in and near Philadelphia, as follows: 


The committee appointed to observe the eclipse of the sun on 26th 
May, 1854, report that observations were made by Mr. Fisher Long- 
streth, at the observatory attached to the Friends’ Central School in 
Cherry street; by Mr. T. Wagner and Mr. Riggs, at the observatory 
of the former gentleman; by Mr. Justice and Mr. Trego, at the State 
House; and by Profs. Kendall and Frazer at the Franklin Institute. 

Mr. Longstreth’s observations were made with a 3$ feet telescope, 
and red screen ; owing to the heat, the object glass was reduced from 
3 inches to 1 inch aperture. 

Mr. Wagner used a refracting telescope by Jones (London), 5 feet 
focal length; object glass 3§ inches, by Tully, reduced by a cap 
about one-half; power, 100; screen, dark red. 

Mr. Riggs used a telescope by Utzschneider & Fraunhofer, with a 
red screen; power about 30. 

Mr. Justice observed with the Dollond telescope belonging to the 
Society ; power about 85; screen glass dark smoky green, giving an 
apparently colourless image of the sun; and a small glass by Merz, — 
power about 30. 

Mr. Trego used a glass by Blunt, power about 24; screen glass 
smoke colour. 
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Prof. Kendall (the instruments of the High School being dismount- 
ed) used the Plésel telescope belonging to the Society. 

Prof. Frazer used the Dollond telescope belonging to the Univer- 
sity; 3} inches object glass; 5 feet focus; screen glasses of various 
shades of red; generally a very dark red preferred. 

The following table gives the observed times of contact by the va- 
rious observers. 


Longstreth. Wagner. Riggs. Kendall. 
First contact, 4 10 53 4 10 50.5 4 10 54.5 
Last contact, 6 33 33 6 33 48 6 33 47.5 6 33 58.8 


Frazer. Paine’s Beans. Jackson. 
Calculation. Norristown. Darby. 


First contact, 4 10 31.8 4 10 02 4 10 07 
Last contact, 6 33 59.3 6 34 06.9 6 33 11 6 33 11 


The observatory of Mr. Longstreth at the Friends’ School House 
in Cherry street, is in lat. 39° 57' 16", long. 5k. 00m. 39s. W., being 
400 feet east of the State House, and about 1800 feet north of it. 
Mr. Wagner’s observatory is in the same latitude as the State House, 
39° 56’ 59'’, and in longitude about 0.77 sec. west of the old High 
School observatory: thus making 7m. 32.86 east of Washington. 

Mr. Bean’s observatory at Norristown is in lat. 40° 07' N. and 
long. 7'.75 east. 

Mr. Jackson’s observatory at the Sharon Female Seminary near 
Darby, is in latitude 39° 54’ 14” N., longitude 5h. 1m. 6s. west from 
Greenwich. 

The observations were made with a nine feet equatorial, by Merz 
and Mahler, of Munich; power used, 65. 

The meteorological phenomena are submitted as recorded by the 
different observers ; they are not comparable, for want of determina- 
tion of the error of the instruments. 

The results of Prof. Frazer alone are reduced—the height of the 
barometer to that of the standard of the Smithsonian Institution 
(Ernst 5); the thermometers to that of a standard thermometer made 
and compared at the Kew observatory, England. 


Observations by Mr. Longstreth. 


Height of barometer at 2h. 20m. = 30.01 in. therm. att. 76° Fah. 
” Th. = 30.04 *” 7's 
Mason’s hygrometer exposed to the sun. 








4h. 
4h. 
bh. 
5A. 
5h. 
6h. 


25m. 


45m. 


lim, 
80m, 
50m. 


80m. 


4h. 
4h. 
4h. 
5h. 
5h. 
5h. 


30m. 


40m. 


50m. 


10m. 


20m, 


Observations by Professors Kendall and Frazer. 


Dry Bulb. 
86° Fah. 
83° 
77° 
75° 
78° 
80° 


Wet Bulb. 
63.5° Fah. 
63° 
61° 
59.5° 
62° 


62.5° 
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Thermometer in Shade. 
2h. 20m. 78° Fah. 
5h. 30m. 70.5° 
6h. 30m. 72° 
Th. 69° 


Observations by Messrs. Justice and Trego. 


-1 


Thermometer in Sun. 


Therm. 84.5° Fah. 


82° 
83° 
80° 
3.5 
20 


° 


5h 
5h 


. 40m. 


. 50m. 


6h. 


6h 
6h 


. 15m. 


. 80m. 


Therm. 


74° Fah. 
78° 
78.5° 
80° 

79° 


Barometer, an Aneroid, compared before and afterwards with stan- 


dard barometer (Brunner, 122). Observations reduced to the Smith- 


sonian standard barometer (Ernst. 5). 
Thermometer in shade—a fine chemical thermometer made in 
Paris. 
Thermometer in sun—a flat-bulb thermometer made at Berlin. 
The observations are reduced by direct observation to the Kew 


standard thermometer, No. 104, belonging to the University. 


P 


nr > =» > & & dS 


oon ooo 
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Barometer. 


29.91 * 
29.91 
29.91 
29.91 
29.91 
29.91 
29.91 
29.9 
29.91 
29.91 
29.9 
29.9 
29.9 
29.91 


* The attached thermometer scarcely varying perceptibly. 
+ This was a minimum, the thermometer being watched continuously 


until 5.44, when it again began to rise. 


Therm. in Shade. Therm. in Sun. 
76.2 83.5 
77 82.1 
76.1 79.4 
76.1 79.4 
76.1 78.9 
75.65 78.4 
75.2 76.3 
73.7 73 
73.7 73 
71.9 71.75 
71 71.75 
71.3 73 
71.3 72.25 
70.75 72 
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The physical phenomena noted were generally of a negative cha- 
racter. The sun was entirely free from spots, and the atmosphere, 
although not perfectly clear, was cloudless, and allowed good defini- 
tion of the limbs of the sun and moon. There was a strong wind 
from the N. W. blowing in gusts, but not enough to interfere mate- 
rially with the observations. ‘Towards the close of the eclipse, the 
nearness of the sun to the horizon, and the irregular refraction of the 
atmosphere, caused considerable undulation in the limbs, but not 
enough to interfere with close determination of egress. No distortion 
of the cusps of the sun was seen by any of the observers, though such 
phenomena were carefully looked for. Profs. Frazer and Kendall 
saw very distinctly the bright line of light bordering the limb of the 
moon, during the whole of the eclipse, and satisfied themselves by 
changing the screen glasses and otherwise varying the observations, 
that it was real, and not a mere effect of contrast. Prof. Frazer 
could get no evidence of polarization in the light from the cusps, and 
the border above spoken of was too narrow to allow the effect to be 
separated from that of the illuminated disc of the sun. 

Mr. Justice formed the spectrum by a prism, and found the breadth 
of the violet part to be greatly increased during the progress of the 
eclipse, diminishing again as the eclipse passed off. The irregular 
prominences on the moon’s limb were seen by most or all of the ob- 
servers. 

Mr. Beans, at Norristown, observed the position of the magnetic 
needle at intervals of half an hour, from 2 till 64 o’clock, P. M., but 
saw no marked disturbance thereof during that time; at most not ex- 
ceeding 2 or 3 minutes of a degree, which happened at 23 and 3, 


P. M. 


The Treasurer made a verbal report in relation to the leas- 
ing of the lower rooms of the Society’s Hall. 

On motion of Prof. Frazer, it was ordered that the Wiscon- 
sin Historical Society be furnished with a copy of the Transac- 
tions of this Society from the commencement of the New Se- 
ries. 
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